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We need to get a level playing field for the time being, saying
they can't go ahead and proceed with whatever it is they may do.
And I'm not a lawyer, but 1 think there are some questions
raised here. I have a letter from a power district that says
we're getting out; must withdraw its application to participate
in NRTC's WildBlue Project due to possible pending 1litigation;
unfavorable statewide attorneys' opinion and reversal of opinion
by wus, this board...or their attorney. Nobody knows for sure
who's...where or what the rules are, so this would clarify it,
the amendment. And we're trying to dissect this “hing after
Senator Brashear and his staff have worked with all tne entities
involved, and I say all of them. There may be some disagreement
amongst one or two or them, I think that's standard for the
process, but to do nothing would be a disservice. And back to
BPL, the whole crux of this discussion is BPL and, quite
frankly, if anyone who would want to go back and look at the
transcripts of the hearing, BPL is nowheres near ready to be
deployed in the state of Nebraska, nor anywhere else. There's
some projects out there that people are looking at it. They've
had some failures. They've withdrawn some BPL projects. I
could provide a list of that, I think of some of them anyway
that we're aware of. It's not cost-effective in rural areas and
that seems to be the discussion, is who's being denied service
by passage of this bill. BPL is not going to be implemented in
rural areas. It's $5,000 per mile. They have to go around
transformers and do this and that. That was a question I asked
©f a witness in the hearing. It costs $5,000 per mile. I'm two
and a half miles from the next residence. They're not going to
spend $12,500 to get BPL to my house. First place, I don't want
it. I already have wireless Internet. So that, to me, has to
enter 1nto the discussion. We have the service out there now,
1f people want it, and it's...BPL is not ready to be deployed.
Let's take a breather here, go ahead and get the task force put
in place and then we'll come back with some sort of legislation,
I'm sure, out of the result of the task force. So I continue to
support the bill as amended, and would urge people to go ahead

and reject the rest of the amendments and get on with it. Thank
you.

SENATOR CUDABACK : Thank you, Senator Baker. (Visitors
introduced.) On with discussion. Senator Janssen.
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